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In his presentation for the 2025 Giles Wilkeson Gray Lecture, Bryant Keith Alexander draws from his
work on epistolary and family auto/ethnography. The presentation will be a mixture of theorizing
on autoethnography as a means of critically examining lived experience and communicating with
the dead through performance and performative writing.

Bryant Keith Alexander, Ph.D. is dean of the College of Communication and Fine Arts at Loyola 
Marymount University, Los Angeles, CA. He is Professor of Communication, Performance, Gender
(Queer) and Cultural Studies. He is author of over 200 scholarly publications and the author, coauthor,
or coeditor of nine books including Epistolary Autoethnographies on Loss, Memory and Resolution:
Reøections on Black Motherhood (February 2025), and co-author of Black Poetic Inquiry: A Daily Writing
Project on Race, Culture, and Life (March 2025).
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